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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NEW NOR-CAL OFFICERS
President: Mike Andrews 95-41371
Vice President: Richard Hofmeister 75-7647
Secretary: Mark Boyd 77-10940
Treasurer: Richard Goslee 80-15525
Immediate Past President: Bob Nichelini
81-16938
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor: Richard
White 70-3387

Meeting Locations
September 8
October 13
November 10
December 8

All at the Veterans
Memorial Building,
3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd.,
Lafayette

Greeting to all. It doesn’t seem that long ago that I
wrote my last president’s column, but that was the
Summer of 2007. As a parent you look at life by what
your kids are doing, and in 2007 they were in the
early years of grade school and kindergarten. Now
the Twins are now second years at Cal Poly and
Cooper is a High School Senior. As they say time
flies when you are having fun, or in my case raising
kids. Train collecting has some what taken a back
seat these last few years, but now that the kids are
older I might find some more time to get more involved. I think there might even be a few treasures
out there I might find.
On the Nor Cal Club level we have several new
Board Members. Richard Hofmeister is now the Vice
President, and Richard Goslee is now Treasurer. The
balance of the Board is Mark Boyd as Secretary, Bob
Nichelini the Past President, Richard White the
Newsletter Editor and Brian Stanton Sac- Sierra
President. Also need to mention Bob Spivock has
been the Cal-Stewart Chair for the past few years. So
welcome them andKnow that we are all available for
anyone to give us a call is you have any suggestions
or ways to make our club a better organization.
We have been having the summer meets at different
venues over the past few years. The June meet has
been in Cotati and from what I hear it has been a
very good meet but unfortunately, I have yet to attend, that time of June I have been retrieving kids
from school. The July meet has been at CTTOM in
Crockett were trains are actually run, and most likely
will continue. The August meet this year was at
Nancy and Jacques house in San Leandro, it was a
very fabulous time. They have an outdoor layout
which is super cool because the landscaping on the
layout is awesome and very well done, and the
trains run thru it. It was a very nice day with beautiful weather and very nice company. So many thanks
to everyone who has worked on these “Summer
Meets”. We are always looking to find other areas to
have a meet so let me know if you are interested in
hosting.
I am looking forward to seeing you all at the meets.
Michael Andrews, Nor-Cal President

LOTSA’ TRAINS AT THE
AUGUST 24 MEET!
Once again this year, Jacques and Nancy Lagomarsino hosted a Nor-Cal meet at their place in
San Leandro. On display was their large outdoor O-gauge layout, with multiple running
trains.
Then there was the very enjoyable picnic lunch!
Thanks to the Lagomarsinos, and to Mark Boyd,
for arranging this event.
Photos by Mark Boyd
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An Electric Train for Christmas
By Mike Sassard
When I was a young boy, I asked Santa (Mom) for an “electric train” for Christmas. As usual we spent
Christmas with my Grandparents. When Christmas morning came, I carefully edged my way to the living room. Low and behold, it looked like half the living room was covered with trains. No kidding !!
After everybody else came out, I plugged in the transformer and ran MY train. What’s surprising is
that EVERYTHING was all set up and connected “ready to operate”. Who knew how to do that?
This didn’t end here. The next Christmas, I got diesel engines, a log loader, a water tower, a log dump
car, and a crossing gate. To my amazement ALL of this was completely set up. Being wary of the annoying diesel “horn”, Mom told me the man said to unplug the transformer after a half hour. I didn’t
believe that and as an adult have run these trains for 8 hours straight, and like a child I blow the whistle and horn. It’s not annoying when I do it, at least to me.
It didn’t end there. After I was an adult, out of the service, Christmas was approaching and come
Christmas morning, I opened an N gauge complete train set. I put this into operation right away and
the wheels started turning( pun ) on what was to be my GREATEST LIFE ENDEAVER. Since 1966 to
the present I have been building train layouts and running trains.
That’s not the end. One day ( Not Christmas ), my wife Brendasue came home from an estate sale with
a box of trains. Holy Cow !!! In the box was a beautiful G gauge Bachmann CIRCUS TRAIN. I had been
wanting one of these.
In light of the Christmas spirit, I have built a Christmas Layout to accompany my large 20 by 20 garage layout. I am planning an open house before Christmas to share my JOY.
Mom , now deceased, has no way of knowing what a BLESSING she has bestowed on me. YES, there
is a Santa Claus, and obviously he is working hand in hand with God, looking after little boys of all
ages.

