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              FUTURE MEETS  
September 10, October 8,  at the Walt Disney School, 3250 Pine 

Valley Road, San Ramon; November 12, December 10, 2011 ñaat 

the Lafayette Memorial Veterans Hall, 3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd., 

Lafayette  

Cal- Stewart Meet, Santa Clara Conv. Ctr.: March 2 - 4, 2012.    

   Business Meeting: 9 AM  Trading:  10- 11:30 AM  

See the Nor -Cal Express  
     in FULL COLOR at  
    www.norcaltca.com  

It is hard to believe summer 

is winding down already 

and train season is rapidly 

approaching again. This 

year the summer weather 

has been so mild that I al-

most donôt feel like we had 

a real summer. Nonethe-

less, fall will soon be upon 

us and as the days shorten 

and grow cooler our train 

senses will be heightened, 

a phenomenon we all en-

joy. 

Well, we can all be proud of the overwhelming posi-

tive response from the TCA membership at the 57TH 

TCA National Convention. The feedback I got was 

that this may have been the best organized conven-

tion ever with the most fun tours and held at the best 

hotel ever. As always there were a few minor prob-

lems but when running an enormous event such as 

this perfection is not a possibility. The positive vibe 

was way more powerful than any small difficulties. 

Convention Chair Mark Boyd and his staff did a mag-

nificent job and are to be thanked and congratulated 

for their hard work and dedication, as this convention 

reflects positively on us, Nor-Cal Division. 

Some more good news: I asked our Cal-Stewart 

Chairman Michael Andrews to try to negotiate a deal 

with the Santa Clara Convention Center and he has 

done so. We will be returning to our ñrootsò again 

having the traditional 3 day Cal-Stewart on March 2 ï 

4, 2012. Further good news is that we will be occupy-

ing Hall A, which is immediately adjacent to the hotel. 

This means that folk who are mobility challenged will 

find it far easier to attend. 

I am looking forward to         (Continued on Page 2)  

The photos below show the 

American Flyer S -gauge fac-

tory -built layout that was on 

display at the Sacramento 

Convention. See Page 6 also.  

 A GREAT OPPORTUNITY. See Page 7  



(continued from Page 1) -seeing you on September 10. 

Although attendance has been good for the summer 

months and some nice items have been offered for sale 

we all look forward to the increased attendance in the Fall. Try to make as many meetings as you can this fall 

so we can all enjoy our hobby more. If you have something youôd like to sell, bring it on. Thereôs nothing like 

the buzz of a nice crowd before a meeting!           

Rod Cornell, President 

Important Notice! If you have opted for 
the electronic version of the newsletter 
ONLY, it is essential that you have furnished our 

Secretary with your CURRENT email address.  
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Presidentôs Report on the 2011 National BOD Meeting 

Held 29 June and 30 June, 2011  

This yearôs National Board meeting was far less intensive and far more enjoyable than last yearôs. This was 

principally due to the fact that last year the Executive Committee was formed and was able to execute many 

business matters during their three meetings held during the prior year, leaving the National BOD with a sim-

pler, more routine agenda.  

The most important event of the meeting was the announcement from now Past President Ron Stowell that 

he was able to negotiate a settlement in the long lawsuit we have been involved in for many years. Not only 

will there be no more legal expenses going forward but also some monies will be coming our way as well. Mr. 

Stowell is to be congratulated for his work in bringing these matters to a close. I understand his report con-

taining all the details is forthcoming. 

In other positive news it was moved and passed unanimously to have the two signature requirement for new 

TCA members eliminated. This will make it far easier for us to recruit and sign up new members. In order for 

this to be legal the motion will be on the ballot for National officers late this year and will unfortunately not 

take effect until the election results are announced. Please remember to vote ñYESò on this and also vote for 

the National officers on the ballot. 

Virtually all other business was routine and there is thought being given to the idea that we may be able to 

conduct our National BOD business in one day in the near future. This will result in a significant savings of 

money to the National treasury and free up board membersô time during convention week. I for one am all in 

favor of the idea! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rod Cornell, President, Nor-Cal Division TCA 

Daniel Amador, San Jose        Elias M. Amaral, Sacramento         Joe Barker, Alameda  
Tom Blinn Livermore                Phillip R. Buehrig, Santa Cruz       Phillip E. Cassou, Tiburon  
Gene Cerelli, Castro Valley      Gordon Derencin, Placerville         John English, Richmond  
K. Elias Enney, Monterey         L. A. (Larry) Galetti San Anselmo  Roger Graeber Sebastopol  
Don Gueffroy, Davis                 Bob Harder,  Windsor                     Glenn Heestand Pleasanton                        
Allen D. Hoek, Ripon                 Jason Jelich, Marysville                 John Krisch, Reno                                        
Merlyn Lausten Rescue            Katherine Locher, Placerville        Todd A. Lopes, Walnut Creek                    
Peter H. Lotzmann San Jose    Kevin Matsumoto, Sacramento     John S. McCartney, Sun 
John McLean, San Francisco                                                                Valley   (Contôd. next page)                                                                                                  

If anyone needs a reason for why we ran the Convention....here are the 44 new Nor -Cal mem-

bers that we signed up this year:  
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This cast iron pull toy locomotive is unusual, in that 

cast iron toys rarely portrayed electric -type locomo-

tives. Itôs a 2-4-2 (1-B-1) type, and is about 15 inches 

long.  

This cast iron pull toy locomotive is more elaborate 

than most, with a 4 -4-0 wheel arrangement. The 4 -

wheel tender is missing one wheelset. The pair are 

about 20 inches long.  

This large (approx. 24 inch) tinplate trolley is similar to 

full -size Cleveland Transit center -entrance cars.                                                                               

This cast iron open -platform coach goes with the 4 -4-0 

at the left. It is VERY heavy! Itôs about 20 inches long. 

Hereôs another tinplate trolley (about 24 inches long). 

Itôs perhaps meant to represent an interurban car. It 

appears to have a friction motor.  

This small cast iron train, with a 2 -4-0 locomotive, 

measures about  16 inches is total length. It sits in 

front of a Bing station.  

Floor toy trains have no flanges on 

their wheels.  They usually have no 

motors.  

Nyle C. Monday, Campbell        John T. Murphy, San Anselmo         Lee Neely, Livermore  
Eric Pfeifer, Moraga                    Dave Pinson, Mountain View           Pamela Richmond, Sacto.  
Bert Robinson, Salinas              Terry Rose San Ramon                    Layne Schultz, Rocklin  
Anton Seckler, Redwood City   Ronald L. Silver, Carson City          Roy Smith, Lodi  
David L. Thomsen, Woodland   Barry Toomajian Lafayette              Ted Tully, Pleasanton  
Russell Webb, Lincoln               Ron Wheatley, Santa Rosa              Donald Woolcott, Sacto.  
 
 

New members, continued  



This Carette 1 -gauge train is owned by Richard 

Zanotti. It is shown in Caretteôs 1911 catalog. 

This Standard Gauge GG1 locomotive, by 

JAD (John A. Daniels) is owned by Allan 

Strand.  

Above: This 

No. 372 Elec-

tronic Miracle 

Twin Train set 

(by Huffmeis-

ter) was 

brought in by 

Richard Hoff-

meister.  

Mark Boyd brought in 

the following TCA Con-

vention cars:  

 1965ðBlue boxcar ï       

   Pittsburgh, PA  

 1966ï Orange caboose    

   Santa Monica, CA  

 1969ï Red hopper -  

    Clearwater, FL  

 1970ðYellow boxcar ð 

    Des Plains, IL  

 1972ï Orange tank car - 

    Pittsburgh, PA  

 1999ï Nor-Cal hopper - 

    San Francisco, CA   

This beautiful 1/2ò scale, 2-1/2ò gauge 4-6-2 live steam locomotive 

was brought  in by Bob Morris. It was originally constructed by Al 

and Joe DeFreitas, circa 1984.  They made their own castings!  

Richard has opened the roof of one of the Carette 

cars to show the interior detailing.  

ITEMS SEEN AT THE JUNE 11 MEET 

Mark got these recently at a Stout Auction.  


